
PROJECT UPDATE
WQI Advisory Board – September 7, 2023

Shelter Island 
Stewardship Site 



Pilot SOS Oyster Reef

• Surveyed June 1
• 1 sq. ft. quadrat, count and measure all live oysters within 

area, replicated 3 times randomly
• Results:

• Avg. size = 27mm, range = 15-59mm
• Avg. size at deployment = 9mm

• Avg. # of oysters / sq. ft. = 57
• Est. total # of oysters on the pilot section of the reef = 42,500

• Avg. 2 oysters / shell x Est. 21,250 shells deployed 
(25 shells / L x 850 L deployed)





SOS Oyster Reef
• SI set tank wrapped up for the season

• 2 rounds totaling 52 cu. ft. of spat-on-shell
• SCMELC set tank utilized to make up shell volume difference

• 61 cu. ft. of spat-on-shell 
• TOTAL PLANTED: est. ~567,000 oysters on 113 cu. ft. of shell 
• Next Steps:

• Approval for marking out reef with PVC stakes
• Final survey for the season
• Signage for reef site?
• Plan for 2024!









Scallop Sanctuary
• Surveyed within marked sanctuary boundary on June 6
• Found 0 scallops HOWEVER also 0 crushed or empty shells + 

1 small clump of eelgrass
• Young/small scallops more active than larger ones, so very 

likely moved outside of designated area (no evidence of 
mass die off)

• Site lacks significant bottom structure that scallops prefer 
• Next Steps:

• Do another survey closer to seeding time, include area outside of 
boundary

• Reassess, possibly select and survey alternate site





Bay Scallops

• Late June and early July mortality in nursery and 
field growout in both 2023 and 2022 cohorts

• Reason unknown – temperature? pH? parasite?
• Currently performing a series of late-season spawns

• 2022 fall spawn trial study preliminary results show 
improved survival and resistance to parasite

• Taking the opportunity to try different nursery methods
• Next Steps:

• TBD: winter seeding vs. overwinter + seed in spring?







Eelgrass

• Crab Creek temp logger retrieved in July 
• Looks promising! – groundwater influence, adult scallops, 

small rooted eelgrass
• Gardiners Creek logger will be retrieved in the fall (soon!)

• Next Steps:
• Habitat Team to explore West Neck Bay
• Determine methodology used (tortilla and/or BuDS) based 

on site(s)
• Prepare for fall test plantings





Hard Clams

• Growing well – record breaking numbers!
• 12 barrels in the Mattituck Creek flupsys
• Highlighted in the August Northforker Magazine 

with the Clamity Janes
• Next Steps: 

• Continual maintenance (cleaning + sieving + dividing) 
until seeding in October/November

• Clamity Janes fundraiser seeding party in Southold









Stewardship / Outreach / Education

May 5: Shell Bagging – 6 volunteers
May 17: Oyster Reef Lecture
June 5: Set Tank Prep – 5 volunteers 
June 9: Larvae Day – 3 volunteers 
July 11: SOS Planting #1 – 18 volunteers
July 22: Installed Set Tank Signage
July 23: SOS Planting #2 – 12 volunteers
July 26: Mashomack Oyster Reef Talk



Stewardship / Outreach / Education

August 10: SOS Planting #3 – 4 volunteers 
August 12: Sylvester Manor Farm Stand Touch Tank
August 26: SOS Planting #4 – 10 volunteers 
Next Events:

• September 9: On the Water + In the Field Screening
• September 14: Chequit Oyster Happy Hour *tentative*
• September 24: Mashomack Oyster Reef Talk
• TBD: PreK School Program *tentative*
• TBD: Recreation Center After School Series







Thank You!

Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions:
Kate Rossi-Snook

kr474@cornell.edu
631-353-9888

mailto:kr474@cornell.edu
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