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THE FOLLOWING SLIDES ARE A 
SUMMARY OF THE GROUND 

AND SURFACE WATER 
MANAGEMENT PLAN 

THE GROUND AND SURFACE WATER MANAGEMENT PLAN WILL BE 
INCLUDED AS AN APPENDIX TO THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AND 

HAS BEEN A GUIDING DOCUMENT. 

YOU MAY NOTICE THAT SOME OF THE KEY OUTCOMES AND 
RECOMMENDATIONS HAVE ALREADY BEEN WORKED ON AND THAT 

IS ADDRESSED IN THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN























THE FOLLOWING ARE 
RECOMMENDATIONS PROPOSED 

IN THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN



NATURAL RESOURCES & WATER QUALITY: 
GOALS & RECOMMENDATIONS

GOAL: ENSURE THAT ALL SHELTER ISLAND 
RESIDENTS HAVE READY ACCESS TO DRINKING 
WATER THAT MEETS ALL APPLICABLE LOCAL, STATE 
AND FEDERAL STANDARDS. ALL 
GROUNDWATER SHALL FOLLOW THE STRICTER OF NEW 
YORK STATE AMBIENT GROUNDWATER 
STANDARDS AND GUIDANCE VALUES OR 
MAXIMUM CONTAMINANT LEVEL GOALS (MCLGS) TO 
THE GREATEST EXTENT FEASIBLE AND 
PRACTICABLE. WATER QUALITY THAT IS BETTER THAN 
THE EXISTING STANDARDS SHOULD BE PRESERVED, TO 
THE GREATEST EXTENT FEASIBLE AND PRACTICABLE.

• CONTINUE TO IMPLEMENT THE SHELTER ISLAND GROUND AND 
SURFACE  WATER  MANAGEMENT PLAN.

GOAL: PLAN FOR AND DEVELOP WASTEWATER AND 
WATER SUPPLY INFRASTRUCTURE TO SAFEGUARD 
PUBLIC HEALTH, PROTECT THE ENVIRONMENT, AND 
PROMOTE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT.

• CONSIDER ESTABLISHING AN ISLAND-WIDE 
WASTEWATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT, OR LOCAL 
COMMUNITY DISTRICTS (CLUSTER SYSTEMS).

• CONTINUE INVESTIGATING METHODS TO TREAT 
EFFLUENTS FROM MUNICIPAL BUILDINGS IN TOWN 
CENTER.

• PARTNER WITH THE SHELTER ISLAND HEIGHTS 
PROPERTY OWNERS CORPORATION TO UPGRADE THE 
EXISTING SEWER PLANT IN THE HEIGHTS, PROVIDE 
SERVICE TO OTHER AREAS, AND EXPLORE 
ALTERNATIVE METHODS OF DISPOSING OF THE 
TREATED EFFLUENT.

• ASSESS THE NEED FOR PUBLIC WATER UTILITY SERVICE



NATURAL RESOURCES & WATER QUALITY:
GOALS & RECOMMENDATIONS

GOAL: EDUCATE AND ASSIST PROPERTY OWNERS ON HOW 
TO PREVENT CONTAMINATION OF PRIVATE WATER WELLS 
AND SAFEGUARD THEIR DRINKING WATER QUALITY.

• EDUCATE THE PUBLIC ON THE WATER QUALITY IN 
THEIR AREA AND ENCOURAGE TESTING OF PRIVATE 
WELLS.

• DEVELOP AN INCENTIVE PROGRAM FOR RESIDENTS TO 
TEST THEIR WELL WATER AND SHARE THE DATA WITH 
THE TOWN FOR THE PURPOSE OF ESTABLISHING 
GROUNDWATER QUALITY MAPPING.

• DEVELOP WELLHEAD PROTECTION ZONING FOR THE 
AREA OF RECHARGE FOR THE WELLS OF EACH OF THE 
PUBLIC WATER SYSTEMS.

• CONTINUE THE GRANT PROGRAM FOR I/A SYSTEM 
INSTALLATION

• PURSUE GRANT AND OTHER FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR WATER QUALITY IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS.

GOAL: STRENGTHEN TOWN REGULATIONS TO PROTECT 
GROUNDWATER AND PREVENT CONTAMINATION.

• IMPLEMENT SOURCE WATER PROTECTION 
PROGRAMS THAT IDENTIFY VULNERABLE AREAS 
AROUND WELLS AND OTHER GROUNDWATER 
SOURCES.

• REVISIT THE TOWN’S I/A OWTS CODE.

• ADDRESS ISSUES AND RISKS OF UNDERGROUND 
FUEL OIL STORAGE



NATURAL RESOURCES & WATER QUALITY:
GOALS & RECOMMENDATIONS

GOAL: CONTINUE TO MONITOR WATER TABLE LEVELS AND 
IMPLEMENT WATER USE RESTRICTIONS AS INDICATED 
TO SUPPORT THE DRINKING WATER NEEDS OF THE ISLAND 
RESIDENTS WITHOUT THE NEED FOR “OFF ISLAND” WATER.

• IMPLEMENT WATER USE RESTRICTIONS AS INDICATED 
IN THE DROUGHT MONITORING CRITERIA 
ESTABLISHED BY THE WATER ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
(WAC).

• REVISE THE IRRIGATION LAW TO PROMOTE CISTERN 
USE AND DISCOURAGE TRUCKED IN WATER FOR 
IRRIGATION.

• EVALUATE POLICIES WHICH ADDRESS USE OF 
IRRIGATION.

• DEVELOP A GROUNDWATER MODEL
• IDENTIFY HIGH-VOLUME WATER USERS TO TARGET 

FUTURE EDUCATION, FUNDING, AND SUPPORT.

• IMPROVE EDUCATION ABOUT WATER CONSERVATION 
AND LANDSCAPING BEST PRACTICES.

GOAL: PROTECT SURFACE WATERS SURROUNDING 
SHELTER ISLAND FROM BEING HARMED BY HUMAN 
ACTIVITY AND STORMWATER RUNOFF.

• Reduce the discharge of volatile organic 
compounds and other contaminants to 
groundwater through education and Town Code 
modification.

• Provide upland storm water catchment detention 
and recharge infrastructure to better control 
stormwater runoff and to reduce contamination of 
ground and surface waters

• Continue to monitor the health of surface waters.



NATURAL RESOURCES & WATER QUALITY:
GOALS & RECOMMENDATIONS

GOAL: IDENTIFY, PROTECT AND ENHANCE THE QUALITY OF 
FRESHWATER AND MARINE HABITATS

• RESTORE TIDAL AND FRESHWATER WETLANDS 
HABITATS TO FOSTER THEIR CONTINUED 
EXISTENCE AS NATURAL SYSTEMS

• PROTECT AND RESTORE SIGNIFICANT COASTAL 
FISH AND WILDLIFE HABITATS AND NYSDEC 
CRITICAL ENVIRONMENTAL AREAS

• PROTECT UPLAND HABITATS AND TREES

• MONITOR AND CONTROL NUISANCE AND INVASIVE 
SPECIES

• DEVELOP AN EDUCATION PROGRAM PROHIBITING 
THE INTRODUCTION, THROWING, DUMPING, 
DEPOSITING, OR PLACING INVASIVE SPECIES ON/IN 
TOWN LAND AND WATERS.

GOAL: COMPREHENSIVELY PLANNED FOR THE USE 
AND PROTECTION OF WATERFRONT & WATERWAYS

• Develop a Harbor Management Plan and or a 
Local Waterfront Revitalization Plan

• Continue to work with the county and other towns 
to maintain navigable waterways, to ensure safe 
passage perfect preserve vistas sustained marine 
life and enable recreational use
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