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Supervisor Amber Brach-Williams 
Town Board of the Town of Shelter Island 
38 North Ferry Road 
Shelter Island, New York 11964 
 
Re: Application of Chad Rustan Pike 2012 Revocable Trust – 6 Bluff Avenue 
  
Supervisor Brach-Williams and Councilmembers: 
 
Our firm represents the Chad Rustan Pike 2012 Revocable Trust (“Trust”), the owner of the 
premises known as 6 Bluff Avenue, Shelter Island, New York, and identified on the Suffolk County 
Tax Map as District 700, Section 5, Block 4, Lot 1 (“Premises”), in connection with its application 
for a permit to construct a 5’x110’ main pier leading to a 5’x27’ “L” section at seaward end, 
together with a 70’ splashboard system, one 2-pile dolphin, three ladders, and one bench (“Dock 
Application”). We submit this correspondence to address riparian rights in general, riparian zone 
concepts, the Town of Shelter Island Town Code (“Town Code”), navigation and safety, controlling 
precedent, and materials submitted in opposition to the Dock Application.  
 
The Town Attorney determined that the previous Town Code applicable to docks applies to the 
Dock Application, i.e. the Town Code which existed prior to the current Town Code applicable to 
docks that was adopted on April 7, 2025, and made effective April 16, 2025. This correspondence 
explains how the Dock Application meets the standards of both versions of the Town Code.  
 

I. Riparian Rights, Generally 
 
The owners of land bounded by the seashore, i.e. the upland, are riparian owners and possess 
riparian rights (e.g. Town of Oyster Bay v Commander Oil, 96 NY2d 566, 571 [2001]).1 Riparian 
owners enjoy the full panoply of rights, and are entitled to access to the water for navigation, 
fishing, and other such uses (id.). “The right of access comprehends the reasonable, safe and 
convenient use of the foreshore for navigation, fishing, and such other purposes as commonly 
belong to the riparian owner” (Bravo v Terstiege, 196 AD2d 473, 475 [2d Dept 1993]; see also 
Town of Hempstead v Oceanside Yacht Harbor, 38 AD2d 263, 264 [2d Dept 1972] [same]). 
 

                                                 
1 Strictly speaking, the owner of land bounded by the sea is a “littoral” owner and the owner of land bounded by a river, lake, or 
stream is a “riparian” owner, but the term “riparian” is commonly used to described both (id.).  
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Legally, riparian owners also have the right to make access a practical reality by building a pier 
or “wharfing out” (Commander Oil, 96 NY2d at 571), including over and upon the owner of the 
underwater land, or bottomland (id. at 572; see also Town of Brookhaven v Smith, 188 NY 74, 82 
[1907] [“whether his title extends beyond the dry land or not, he is certainly entitled to all the rights 
of a riparian proprietor, whose land is bounded by a navigable [water], and among these rights 
are access to the navigable part of the [water] from the front of his lot, the right to make a land 
wharf, or pier, for his own use”]; Oceanside Yacht Harbor, 38 AD2d at 264 [“The defendant, as 
an upland owner, has a right of access to and from the channel over the plaintiffs’ foreshore”]).  
 
Moreover, “[i]t is clear that the right includes the power to build a pier, dock, or wharf for the upland 
owner’s use” (e.g. Oceanside Yacht Harbor, 38 AD2d at 264-265; see also Smith, 188 NY at 75 
[“The owner of upland bordering upon navigable waters has riparian rights, including the right to 
make, maintain and use a suitable wharf or pier for means of access to the navigable part of such 
waters”]). 
 
Municipalities given special Legislative authority under N.Y. Navigation Law Section 46-a(2) to 
“adopt, amend and enforce local laws, rules and regulations not inconsistent with this state or the 
United States, with respect to the restriction and regulation of the manner of construction and 
location of boathouses, moorings and docks in any waters within or bounding the respective 
municipality to a distance of fifteen hundred feet from the shoreline,” cannot prohibit docks 
(Carpe North, LLC v Village of North Haven, Suffolk County Supreme Court, Index No. 7614/16, 
Decision and Order, So-Ordered March 16, 2020 [Hon. H. Patrick Leiss, III, J.S.C.]).  
 
Notably the Premises are situated in District AA (Residential) and within the Near Shore and 
Peninsular Overlay District (“NSPOD”). District AA and the NSPOD explicitly permit docks (Code 
§§133-7[E][b], 133-12[F][2][a]).  
 

II. Riparian Zones 
 
The right of access extends the length of an upland owner’s water frontage (Oceanside Yacht 
Harbor, 38 AD2d at 264). Each upland owner’s riparian zone runs the distance from the inshore 
(where the upland meets the water mark) to the furthest outshore point (point of 
navigability/demarcated channel) and between the established lateral boundaries (Warren’s 
Weed §77.39[1]). “The most oft cited general rule for fixing the lateral boundaries of a landowner’s 
riparian rights is to extend the lateral onshore boundaries of his property out into the navigable 
body of water, by which lines are perpendicular to the general course of the shoreline (Muraca v 
Meyerowitz, 13 Misc3d 348, 354-355 [Sup Ct, Nassau County 2006], citing Zalay v Hullets Is. 
View Marina & Yacht Club, Inc., 148 AD2d 772 [3d Dept 1989]). 
 
Establishing the lateral boundaries can often be challenging because onshore lateral boundaries 
and/or shorelines are not always straight, e.g. concave shorelines and the termini of bulkheaded 
canals often result in conflicting riparian zones. Courts reject the application of mechanical rules 
to establish lateral boundaries in all situations (Muraca, 13 Misc3d at 354). Instead, “[t]he 
overriding concern of the New York courts in extending lateral boundaries is to be the equitable 
or ratable allocation of the waterfront area. The right of access is dependent upon the frontage 
available to the proprietor” (id.; Errico v Weinstein, 25 Misc3d 1224(A), 2009 NY Slip Op 52284(U), 
*3-4 [Sup Ct, Nassau County 2009 [“In order to balance those rights fairly, each individual 
landowner’s rights of direct access must be considered together with the right of access enjoyed 
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by the neighboring owners, none of which should be unfairly encroached upon.”]).   
 
Where riparian zones conflict, Courts equitably establish the respective riparian zones using one 
or a combination of surveying methods set forth in §274.5 of the Codes, Rules, and Regulations 
of the State of New York (“NYCRR”), or a modification of said methods as appropriate (Errico, 
2009 NY Slip Op 52284(U), at *4, citing 9 NYCRR 274.5 [discussing the perpendicular method, 
the long lake method, the round lake method, the colonial method, and the proportionate method, 
and adopting a combination of the round lake and proportionate methods]; see also Muraca, 13 
Misc3d at 357 [modifying perpendicular method]; Freeport Bay Mar. v Grover, 149 AD2d 660, 662 
[2d Dept 1989] [adopting proportional method]). 
 

III. Town of Shelter Island Code – Prior Town Code 
 
In addition to New York caselaw, Town Code Chapter 53 sets forth the design and construction 
standards for private docks. On April 7, 2025, the Town Board amended Chapter 53 entirely, and 
provided that the previous version of the Town Code would apply where a certain condition is 
met: “This chapter shall apply to dock applications, other than those for which an application to 
the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation [(“NYSDEC”)] was submitted 
prior to February 13, 2024[,] which shall be subject to the regulations, and review under the 
standards, set forth in Chapter 53, entitled “Dock,” as of that date” (Town Code §53-2[B]). The 
Trust met the condition because the Trust obtained NYSDEC approval for the proposed dock on 
January 18, 2024.  
 
Based upon the foregoing, the Town Attorney determined that the applicable dock design and 
construction standards for private docks in effect prior to the 2025 amendments (“Prior Town 
Code”) apply to the Dock Application.2 These standards were set forth in Prior Town Code §53-
11. The Dock Application satisfies all of these standards: 
 

A. A dock shall not be an impediment nor a menace to navigation and shall at all 
times provide and allow suitable and unobstructed passageway around or over 
such dock so that the public will have free unobstructed passage along the 
foreshore of Shelter Island.  
 
The proposed dock/pier is designed, and will be constructed, so as not to be an 
impediment or hazard to navigation. The proposed dock/pier extends only 100 feet 
out from the mean high water (“MHW”) mark, and does not extend farther out than 
the existing dock approximately 570 feet to the southwest (22 Prospective Avenue) 
and the existing dock approximately 390 feet to the northeast (Shelter Island 
Heights Private Beach Club, 9 Summerfield Place).  
 
The proposed dock/pier provides and allows suitable and unobstructed 
passageway on the beach and around the ramp so that the public will have fee 
and unobstructed passage along the foreshore.  
 

B. The location of a dock shall cross the water frontage of a lot with the same setback 
                                                 
2 A copy of the Town Attorney’s Memorandum to the Town Board, dated December 11, 2025, inclusive of Prior Town Code 
Chapter 53, is attached as Exhibit “1.” 
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requirements from the extremes of that water frontage as apply for the principal 
dwelling on that lot, but in no case less than 25 feet. The dock shall extend seaward 
in a direction and configuration that does not intrude on neighboring lots’ equivalent 
rights to current or future dock location.  
 
The Premises are situated in District AA (Residential) and within the NSPOD. The 
required side yard setback for principal dwellings within District AA is 30 feet (Code 
§133-7[B][5][b][1]). At the MWH mark, the proposed dock/pier is setback 30 feet 
from the southwesterly side property boundary and 63 feet from the northeasterly 
side property boundary. The proposed dock/pier extends seaward in a direction 
and configuration that does not intrude on either neighboring lot’s equivalent rights 
to current or future chapter compliant dock locations. Notably, the Trust owns the 
northeasterly adjacent parcel (discussed infra.). 

 
C. Length and depth of docks. 

 
(1) At mean low-water, a private dock may not extend into the waterway farther 

than the equivalent of 15% of the shortest distance at mean low-water from 
the shoreline where the dock is located to the opposite shoreline.  
 
The Premises are situated along Pipes Cove and the opposite shoreline 
(i.e. Town of Southold) is several thousand feet away. At mean low water, 
the proposed dock/pier does not extend into the waterway farther than the 
equivalent of 15% of the distance at mean low water from the point on the 
shoreline where the dock is situated to the closest point on the opposite 
shoreline. 
 

(2) A private dock may not extend either more than 100 feet offshore from the 
mean high-water mark on the owner’s upland property or beyond the point 
where mean-low water depth reaches four feet, whichever of these two 
conditions occurs sooner. 
 
Based on comments received, the proposed dock/pier currently shown as 
extending 100’ from MHW will be reduced by approximately 16 feet, i.e. to 
approximately 84 feet in length, so as not to extend beyond the point where 
mean-low water depth reaches four feet. The Trust will submit revised 
plans accurately depicting said revision (“Revised Plans”). The revised 
proposed dock/pier will not extend more than 100 feet offshore from the 
shoreline at the owner’s upland property at MHW or beyond the point where 
low water depth reaches 4 feet. 
 

(3) A private dock may not extend in total linear measure of all walkways, 
ramps, floats, and distance to tie-off pilings more than one and one half 
times the specified maximum off-shore distance of the dock.  
 
As the Trust’s Revised Plans will show, the proposed dock/pier reaches a 
low water depth of 4 feet at approximately 84 feet offshore from the MHW; 
thus, the maximum allowable offshore distance of the dock/pier as 
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measured from the shoreline of the owner’s upland property at MHW is 
approximately 84 feet. One and one-half times the maximum allowable 
offshore distance is 126 feet. 
 
The maximum linear distance does not extend more than 1 ½ times the 
maximum allowable off-shore distance.  
 

(4) A commercial dock may not extend either more than 300 feet offshore from 
the mean high-water mark of the owner’s upland property or beyond the 
point where the mean low-water depth reaches six feet, whichever of these 
two alternative conditions occurs sooner.  
 
Does not apply. 
 

D. Width of docks. 
 
(1) A private dock, exclusive of floats, but include walkways and ramps, shall 

be no wider than five feet; the deck area of floats shall be no greater than 
200 square feet.  
 
The proposed dock/pier is not wider than 5 feet.  
 

(2) A commercial dock, exclusive of floats, but include walkways and ramps, 
shall be no wider than 10 feet; floats shall be no wider than 12 feet.  
 
Does not apply. 

 
E. Any waterway’s illumination, whether dock-mounted or shore-mounted, shall be 

focused downward and shall not directly light an area more than 10 feet beyond 
the foreshore or the footprint of the dock. Any illumination presently in existence 
shall be in compliance with this subsection no later than six months after the 
adoption of this chapter.  
 
The proposed dock/pier complies with this requirement.  
 

F. Private dock installations to store or convey fuel or sewage shall not be pemitted.  
 
The proposed dock/pier complies with this requirement.  

 
IV. Town of Shelter Island Code – Current Town Code 

 
If the plain language of a town code states that a land use application shall be reviewed under a 
prior version of the code where certain conditions are met, then the intent of the legislature will be 
upheld and the application will be reviewed under the prior version of the code (Affiliated 
Brookhaven Civic Organizations, Inc. v Planning Bd. of Town of Brookhaven, 209 AD3d 854, 856 
[2d Dept 2022] [addressing exemption from new code for applications deemed complete prior to 
the effective date, upholding the application of the prior version of the code, and noting “the plain 
language of Local Law 23…exempted the project from the provision of Local Law 23, including 
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the requirements that permitted solar storage energy facilities ‘only on those lands previously 
cleared and/or disturbed on or before January 1, 2016’”]).  
 
Out of an abundance of caution, the Trust also demonstrates how the Dock Application satisfies 
all standards under the new/current Town Code §53-8 (see Rocky Point Drive-In, L.P. v Town of 
Brookhaven, 21 NY3d 729, 736 [2013] [noting that, generally, “in land use cases, the law in effect 
when the application is decided applies”]). 
 

A. A dock shall not be designed or constructed so as to be an impediment or a hazard 
to navigation and shall at all times provide and allow suitable and unobstructed 
passageway around or over such dock so that the public will have free 
unobstructed passage along the foreshore of Shelter Island. No more than one 
private dock shall be attached or connected to any parcel of upland. 
 
The proposed dock/pier is designed, and will be constructed, so as not to be an 
impediment or hazard to navigation. The proposed dock/pier extends only 100 feet 
out from the mean high water (“MHW”) mark, and does not extend farther out than 
the existing dock approximately 570 feet to the southwest (22 Prospective Avenue) 
and the existing dock approximately 390 feet to the northeast (Shelter Island 
Heights Private Beach Club, 9 Summerfield Place).  
 
The proposed dock/pier provides and allows suitable and unobstructed 
passageway on the beach and around the ramp so that the public will have fee 
and unobstructed passage along the foreshore.  
 
The Trust does not have an existing dock and the proposed dock/pier shall be the 
only dock/pier at the premises.  
 

B. The intersection of a dock with the mean high-water mark shall meet the same 
setback requirements as apply for the principal dwelling on that lot, but in no case 
less than 25 feet from any adjacent lot. The dock shall extend seaward in a 
direction and configuration that does not intrude on neighboring lots' equivalent 
rights to current or future chapter compliant dock locations. 
 
The Premises are situated in District AA (Residential) and within the NSPOD. The 
required side yard setback for principal dwellings within District AA is 30 feet (Code 
§133-7[B][5][b][1]). At the MWH mark, the proposed dock/pier is setback 30 feet 
from the southwesterly side property boundary and 63 feet from the northeasterly 
side property boundary. The proposed dock/pier extends seaward in a direction 
and configuration that does not intrude on either neighboring lot’s equivalent rights 
to current or future chapter compliant dock locations. Notably, the Trust owns the 
northeasterly adjacent parcel (discussed infra.). 
 

C. Length and depth of docks. 
 

(1) At mean low water, a private dock may not extend into the waterway farther 
than the equivalent of 15% of the distance at mean low water from the point 
on the shoreline where the dock is located to the closest point on the 
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opposite shoreline. Measurements are to be taken at the point where the 
proposed dock intersects the shoreline and over a 90 degree arc with the 
proposed dock at the center of the arc. A channel with a minimum width of 
40 feet and a minimum depth of 2 1/2 feet at mean low water shall be 
maintained between the terminus of the proposed dock and any existing 
dock or future chapter compliant dock located, or potentially located, on the 
opposite shoreline. 
 
The Premises are situated along Pipes Cove and the opposite shoreline 
(i.e. Town of Southold) is several thousand feet away. At mean low water, 
the proposed dock/pier does not extend into the waterway farther than the 
equivalent of 15% of the distance at mean low water from the point on the 
shoreline where the dock is situated to the closest point on the opposite 
shoreline. 
 

(2) A private dock may not: 
 

(a) If fixed, terminate at a point where the mean low water depth is less 
than 2 1/2 feet; if a float is used, no portion of the float shall be in 
mean low water that is less than 2 1/2 feet deep. 
 
The proposed dock/pier terminates at a point where the mean low 
water depth is more than 2 ½ feet.  
 

(b) Extend either more than 100 feet offshore from the shoreline at the 
owner's upland property at mean high water or beyond the point 
where low water depth reaches four feet, whichever of these two 
conditions occurs sooner. 
 
Based on comments received, the proposed dock/pier currently 
shown as extending 100’ from MHW will be reduced by 
approximately 16 feet, i.e. to approximately 84 feet in length, so as 
not to extend beyond the point where mean-low water depth 
reaches four feet. The Trust will submit the Revised Plans 
accurately depicting said revision. The revised proposed dock/pier 
will not extend more than 100 feet offshore from the shoreline at the 
owner’s upland property at MHW or beyond the point where low 
water depth reaches 4 feet. 
 

(3) A private dock may not extend in total linear measure of all fixed portions 
of the dock, walkways, ramps, floats and distance to tie-off pilings or 
dolphins more than 1 1/2 times the specified maximum allowable off-shore 
distance of the dock as measured from the shoreline at the owner's upland 
property at mean high water. 
 
As the Trust’s Revised Plans will show, the proposed dock/pier reaches a 
low water depth of 4 feet at approximately 84 feet offshore from the MHW; 
thus, the maximum allowable offshore distance of the dock/pier as 
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measured from the shoreline of the owner’s upland property at MHW is 
approximately 84 feet. One and one-half times the maximum allowable 
offshore distance is 126 feet. 
 
The maximum linear distance does not extend more than 1 ½ times the 
maximum allowable off-shore distance.  
 

(4) Pier line exception. In the event a proposed private dock does not meet the 
requirements of § 53-8C(2)(a) at a point 100 feet from the shoreline at the 
applicant's property at mean high water and the pier line adjacent to the 
applicant's property is greater than 100 feet, then the proposed dock may 
be extended as far as the pier line in order to meet the required depth of 
2 1/2 feet at mean low water. 
 
Does not apply.  

 
(5) A commercial dock may not: 

 
(a) Terminate at a point where mean low water depth is less than 2 1/2 

feet. 
 
Does not apply.  

 
(b) Extend either more than 100 feet offshore from the shoreline of the 

owner's upland property at mean high water, or beyond the point 
where the depth at mean low water reaches six feet, whichever of 
these two alternative conditions occurs sooner. 
 
Does not apply.  

 
(6) Length exception: along the outside shoreline, at locations not previously 

developed by a dock, in the event a proposed dock does not reach a depth 
of four feet at mean low water at a point 100 feet from the shoreline of 
applicant's property at mean high water, then the dock length may be 
extended to 125 feet, if such extension increases the depth at mean low 
water to at least four feet. 
 
Does not apply.  
 

D. Width of docks. 
 

(1) A private dock, exclusive of floats, but including walkways and ramps, shall 
be no wider than five feet except where any portion of the dock, walkways 
or ramps pass over rooted vegetation, in which case the width shall be 
limited to four feet of open grating deck material; the deck area of floats 
shall be no greater than 200 square feet. 
 
The proposed dock/pier is not wider than 5 feet.  

https://ecode360.com/46554827#46554827
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(2) A commercial dock, exclusive of floats, but including walkways and ramps, 

shall be no wider than eight feet; floats shall be no wider than eight feet. 
 
Does not apply.  

 
E. Any waterway illumination, whether dock-mounted or shore-mounted, shall be 

focused downward and shall not directly light an area more than 10 feet beyond 
the foreshore or the footprint of the dock. 
 
The proposed dock/pier complies with this requirement.  

 
F. Private dock installations to store or convey fuel or sewage are prohibited. 

 
The proposed dock/pier complies with this requirement.  

 
G. Splashboards are discouraged but may be allowed if after review and 

consideration of the criteria set forth under § 53-17 of this chapter, the Town Board 
determines they are suitable. 
 
Noted. In the Trust’s submissions/testimony in support of the Dock Application, the 
Trust’s experts concluded, based on scientific and experiential evidence, that the 
proposed splashboards will not have a negative impact on the environmental or 
the littoral drift. These conclusions are further supported by the Sapan Dock 
(discussed infra.), which has shown that the proposed splashboards will not have 
any negative impacts on the environmental or the littoral drift.  

 
H. Chocking or blocking of floats is prohibited in areas where depth is less than 2 1/2 

feet at mean low water. 
 
Noted. 

 
I. Boatlifts at private docks are prohibited. 

 
The Dock Application does not propose any boatlift.  

 
V. Navigation and Safety 

 
The proposed dock/pier does not pose any danger to navigation or safety. The proposed dock/pier 
complies with the Code’s requirements. The proposed dock/pier will be shorter than the existing 
dock at 22 Prospect Avenue and the existing dock at the Shelter Island Heights Private Beach 
Club, 9 Summerfield Place. The proposed dock/pier will be situated well within the side yard 
setbacks of the lateral boundaries (extended from land), and approximately 570 feet east of the 
existing dock at 22 Prospect Avenue and 390 feet west of the existing dock at the Shelter Island 
Heights Private Beach Club, 9 Summerfield Place.  
 
The shoreline is relatively straight, so the riparian zones of neighboring properties will not conflict 
if the southwesterly adjacent upland owner (i.e. 8 Bluff Avenue, SCTM District 700, Section 5, 

https://ecode360.com/46554886#46554886
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Block 4, Lot 2) ever seeks to wharf-out (construct a dock). The Trust owns the northeasterly 
adjacent parcel (i.e. 4 Bluff Avenue, SCTM District 700, Section 5, Block 2, Lot 6, which has an 
additional 50 feet of water frontage.  
 

VI. Controlling Precedent- Sapan Dock 
 
It is respectfully submitted that the Board should follow the precedent set forth in its 2023 approval 
of the Sapan dock, located south of 6 Bluff Avenue, for a nearly identical dock design. 
 
Moreover, the New York Court of Appeals has repeatedly held: 
 

A decision of an administrative agency which neither adheres to its own prior 
precedent nor indicates its reasons for reaching a different result on essentially the 
same facts is arbitrary and capricious' (Matter of Tall Trees Constr. Corp. v. Zoning 
Bd. of Appeals of Town of Huntington, 97 N.Y.2d 86, 93, [2001][emphasis added]). 

 
VII. Opposition Materials 

 
The materials submitted in opposition to the Dock Application misrepresent the law and 
mischaracterize the conditions in the area.  
 
First, the opposition materials claim that a riparian owner cannot build a dock when the structure 
interferes with the usage and property values of others and creates environmental harm. As noted 
above, riparian rights include the right to make access to navigable water a practical reality by 
constructing a dock/pier and wharfing-out. The proposed dock/pier will not interfere with the use 
of other properties. The opposition provides no evidence of how the proposed dock/pier will 
impact surrounding property value or how the proposed dock/pier creates environmental harm.  
 
Second, the opposition incorrectly claims that municipalities can prohibit docks. As noted above, 
the right to construct a dock/pier may be reasonably regulated, but not prohibited. The opposition 
relies on Akeson v Incorporated Vil. of Asharoken (2019 NY Slip Op 52162(U), Sup Ct, Nassau 
County 2019), but the Village of Asharoken’s code is vastly different from the Town Code here, 
and the Court held that the Village Board “appropriately applied the rules and regulations imposed 
by the Village Code” (id. at 6). Here, the Dock Application meets the Town Code’s requirements.  
 
Third, the opposition also relies on Klotz v Horn (558 NE2d 1096, Indiana 1990), an Indiana case, 
which is from a foreign jurisdiction and has no precedential value. Moreover, Klotz did not address 
dock prohibitions, but rather “whether a conveyance of an easement appurtenant by warranty 
deed that expressly grants ‘access to Eagle Lake’ contemplates the right of the easement holder 
to build, maintain and use a pier at the lake end of the easement on the servient parcel” (id. at 
1096), and remitted the matter for an interpretation of the easement’s intent (id. at 1100).  
 
Fourth, the opposition incorrectly claims that the dock is 100 feet from the Height’s beach club 
swimming area and the beach club’s existing dock. The existing dock/pier at the beach club is 
almost 400 feet east of where the Trust proposes constructing its dock/pier at the Premises. The 
swimming area is a seasonally cordoned-off area extending approximately 75 feet southwesterly 
from the beach club’s dock/pier. The distance from the swimming area to the edge of the club’s 
southwesterly property line is approximately 210 feet, and it is another approximately 105 feet to 
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the Trust’s proposed dock/pier. The Trust’s proposed dock/pier, and the vessels utilizing it, will 
not pose a danger to the swimmers at the beach club.  
 
Notably, the beach club is adjacent to the North Ferry Company terminal (to the northeast). 
Commercial ferries operate in close proximity to the swimming area – and closer to the beach 
club and swimming area than the Trust’s proposed dock/pier. The opposition raised no safety 
incidents with respect to ferry navigation.  
 
Moreover, the Trust’s proposed pier/dock will not result in any additional vessels utilizing the area, 
i.e. the proposed pier/dock will not create additional boat traffic. The same number of boats will 
utilize the area as did previously.  
 
Based on the foregoing and the materials and testimony proffered, the Trust respectfully requests 
that the Board grant the Dock Application.  
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
/s/John C. Armentano 
John C. Armentano 

 
 
cc: Thomas Crouch, Town Attorney, via email tcrouch@shelterislandtown.gov / 

tcrouch@whalenfiler.com 
 Amber Wilson, Town Clerk, via email awilson@shelterislandtown.gov 

FF\50284777.3 
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